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them because he had been close enough to their lives to
sympathize with them, perhaps in fear that he himself might
never rise from those monotonous levels. In The Trail of
the Hawk (1915), one of the earliest novels with an aviator
for hero, Hawk Ericson, born in Minnesota, suddenly leaves
college for Panama, learns to fly in California, marries a be-
wildering girl in New York, finds a settled existence unendur-
able, and runs with her away from dullness. Free Air (1919)
goes over the route by which Lewis had motored from Minne-
apolis to Seattle, and in the Minnesota hero and the Brooklyn
heroine represents the difference in manners which had made
the young Lewis self-conscious in New Haven and New York.

In Main Street he set out to tell a true story about the
American village, whether anybody would read it or not, and
he was surprised by the tremendous acclamation. He had not
reasoned that it was time to take a new attitude toward the
village or calculated that it would be prudent. He only put
down, dramatically, the discontents that had been stirring in
him for at least fifteen years. But there was something seis-
mographic in his nerves, and he had recorded a ground swell
of popular thinking and feeling. His occasional explicit com-
ments on dull villages were quoted till they reverberated.
Many readers thought there were more such comments than
there were. The novelty was less in the arguments of the book
than in the story. That violated a pattern which had been
long accepted in American fiction. The heroes of Booth Tark-
ington, for instance, after a brief rebellion of one kind or
other, came to their senses and agreed with their wiser elders.
But Carol Kennicott, rebelling against the unnecessary ugli-
ness of Gopher Prairie and its smug stodginess, and in the end
having to yield to it, yet appears as a heroine. Her discontent
has been not folly but a virtue. The village is the villain.

The characters of the story, even Carol, are not remembered
as Gopher Prairie is. The most famous incident is Carol's
first walk along Main Street, with its detailed descriptk

